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SUBJECT: NOMINATION OE URUGUAYAN HONORARY CONSUL 

REF: BONN 10907 

1. FRENCH MISSION HAS INFORMED US THAT INEO RECEIVED 
BY THEIR POLAD FROM SENAT HEAD OE CHANCELLERY HERZ 
CLEARLY INDICATED THAT KLINGBEIL WAS NOT CURRENTLY 
SUBJECT OE ANY JUDICIAL INVESTIGATION OR PROSECUTION. 
ERENCH ARE DOUBTFUL AS TO WHETHER EVEN 
GOVMAYOR COULD PROVIDE ADDITONAL DETAILS THAT WOULD 
ASSIST IN EORMULATION OE ALLIED DECISION. BRITISH 
MISSION, FOR THEIR PART, INEORMS US THAT THEIR EMB IN 
BONN HAS REEERRED MATTER TO LONDON AND WOULD PREFER 
THAT NO FURTHER APPROACH BE MADE TO SENAT AT PRESENT. 
HENCE THERE SEEMS TO BE LITTLE PROSPECT OE MOVEMENT ON 
QUESTION HERE IN NEAR EUTURE, ESPECIALLY AS BOTH 
SCHUETZ AND HERZ ARE PRESENTLY ON LEAVE. 

2. BRITISH MISSION, INCIDENTALLY, HAS RECEIVED EROM 
"RELIABLE SOURCE" BACKGROUND INEO ON KLINGBEIL 
NOMINATION THAT MAY BE OE VALUE. BEEORE DEPARTING 
BERLIN IN LATE 1973, URUGUAYAN (CAREER) CONSUL GENERAL 
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TO ONE BERNHARD AHLEMANN, MEMBER OF BOARD OE BERLINER 
DISCONTO BANK, WHO ACCEPTED NOMINATION. URUGUAYAN 
GOVT, HOWEVER, CHOSE INSTEAD TO NOMINATE KLINGBEIL, 

WHO WAS BEST KNOWN TO SENAT AS PRINCIPAL OF 
BUILDING FIRM SUSPECTED OF SHADY PRACTICES IN CONSTRUC- 
TION WORK ON SITE OF FORMER SPORTPALAST. WHILE THIS 
WAS ONE REASON FOR SENAT OPPOSITION TO KLINGBEIL, 

SOURCE NOTED THAT LATTER IN ANY EVENT DID NOT MEET 
CERTAIN CRITERIA OF ERG'S REGULATIONS FOR APPOINTMENT 
OF HONORARY CONSULS, NAMELY THAT HE WAS NOT FULLY 
CONVERSANT WITH COUNTRY HE WAS TO REPRESENT (A CRITERION 
THAT, AT LEAST IN BERLIN, WOULD SEEM TO BE OBSERVED 
MORE IN THE BREACH) AND THAT HE WAS NOT WELL-KNOWN 
AND HIGHLY REGARDED IN CITY IN WHICH HE WOULD ACT. 
SUSPICION EXISTS ALSO, GIVEN CIRCUMSTANCES IN WHICH 
AHLEMANN ACCEPTED NOMINATION BUT WAS THEN TURNED DOWN, 
THAT KLINGBEIL PURCHASED OFFICE FOR UNUSUALLY HEALTHY 
SUM. (AHLEMANN, INCIDENTALLY, IS NOW HONORARY MEXICAN 
CONSUL IN BERLIN.) GEORGE 
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